Organization ADVICE+REAL LIFE

Room to play

Tired of craft supplies on your kitchen table and action figures
underfoot? Rebecca Simon of kids interior design firm Maison
Ellie shares her tips for calming the chaos of all those toys.
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THEY'RE SO CUTE, BUT

THEY AGQUIRE SO MUCH
STUFFI HERE'S HOW TO
MANAGE THE INEVITABLE

GLUTTER THAT COMES
WITH HAVING KIDS.
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ADVICE+REALLIFE Organization

Rechca’s
top tips

Purge and sort

Studies show that a less-is-more approach to
toys encourages autonomous play and cre-
ativity. Make time to purge—I do this four
times a year! You can include kids in the pro-
cess, letting them help decide which toys
they’ve outgrown that can be donated to
alocal charity or school. Once you've cut the
bulk, sort and organize what you’ve opted to
keep. This will help you assess how each type
oftoy should be stored. For example, smaller
figurinesin a small clear bin and larger trucks
in a floor bin with alid. Every toy should have
a home to return to. When the whole family
knows where each toy goes, it makes cleanup
time a breeze.

Create designated areas

A playroom will function best when it’s bro-
ken up into individual zones, so take the time
to plan everything out. Creating purposeful
areas within a playroom or your living space
will encourage your child to play more inde-
pendently and for longer periods of time. Not
sure what the zones should be? Think about
what your kid is interested in, such as Lego,
reading, or arts and crafts, and make a spe-
cific space for it.

Pick storage that works

Closed storage is great for maintaining order
in any space. Labelled see-through bins that
are stackable are a fantastic option for toys
you want to be easily visible and accessible.
If space is limited, make use of a smaller shelv-
ing unit or tall bookcase and fill it with little
open baskets and bins.

Personalize the space

Showcasing your kid’s artwork will make the
space feel like their own. Create a framed gal-
lery wall or string a curtain wire across one
side of the room to hang masterpieces that
can be easily rotated.

Be cohesive with your decor pieces
Playrooms are already filled with tons of toys,
so be selective in choosing additional decor
pieces. Ilike to add impact with wallpaper or
decals on a feature wall. Textiles, like throws,
area rugs or fun cushions and pillows, help
create a comfortable and cozy space where
kids will love to hang out.
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THIS ROTATING ART
WALL WILL ENCOURAGE
KIDS TO GET CREATIVE

AND ADD A POP OF
GOLOUR TO THE ROOM.
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USE OPEN SHELVING TO
STORE SMALLER TOY
BINS, STACK GAMES OR
BOOKS, AND DISPLAY
INSTAGRAMMABLE TOYS.

DEGORATIVE BASKETS, SUCH
AS THESE LIDDED RATTAN
ONES, ADD TEXTURE TO THE
ROOM AND PROVIDE GLOSED
STORAGE FOR LARGER TOYS
THAT CAN'T BE STACKED,
LIKE STUFFED ANIMALS.

0 S SIS A
S o

20

OIS IS

e
oIS
S

KIDS LIKE TO PLAY ON
THE FLOOR, SO MAKE
[T COMFORTABLE FOR
THEM WITH A PLUSH RUG
OR CARPET AND SOME
THROW PILLOWS.
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TROFAST STORAGE MOROCCAN DIAMONDS TIGER PILLOW, BLOOMINGVILLE WOODEN KITCHEN, FLAG BUNTING STORAGE BASKET KID’S TABLE AND
BIN SHELF, RUG, FROM $224, $49, CRATEANDBARREL.CA CLOUD PILLOW, $48, $120, COCOVILLAGE.CA BANNER, $38, WITH LID, $30, CRICKET STOOLS, $399,
$99, IKEA.CA POTTERYBARNKIDS.CA AMAZON.CA MINILOGIE.COM HM.COM THREEPEARS.CA
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